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Question(s) to be Answered
I would like to request the following information under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.
I am looking for information regarding the following:

1) How many referrals has the health board made which involves patients being sent to a) NHS England or b) outwith the UK for
treatment, broken down by i) year since 2015, ii) reason for referral and iii) total cost of annual referrals

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
NHS England |8 7 9 8 8 6 2 1
(Total patients)
NSS Funded 4 3 7 5 5 4 1 0
NHS Shetland | 4 4 2 2 3 2 1 1
Funded
Reason for Patients were sent to National Services in England or speciality hospitals which are Accidental
referral not available in Scotland with the exception of 1 case in 2016 where 1 patient Cross-
received treatment in England to keep the continuation of their treatment during a border
holiday. referral
Total cost of £1,105.37 | £17,540.43 | £1,387.45 | £4,800.52 | £16,990.81 | £117.75 | £0 Not yet
annual known
referrals to
NHS Shetland
Outwith UK 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Reason for Not Not Not Not Not Not Not Not
referral applicable | applicable | applicable | applicable | applicable | applicable | applicable | applicable
Total cost of Not Not Not Not Not Not Not Not
annual applicable | applicable | applicable | applicable | applicable | applicable | applicable | applicable
referrals




Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002

Clarification Request from Requester

I've been informed that some cross-border referrals are funded by National Services Scotland. In short, they provide national
funding for referrals to NHS England for highly specialist care is provided through a financial risk share arrangement agreed and
funded by NHS Boards in Scotland from their standard resource allocation.

Can | clarify: is the data provided from you collated on this basis?

With thanks,

Clarification Response from NHS Shetland
The data provided in the original FOI response was a mixture of NSS and NHS Shetland funding.
Attached is the revised table.

We have started the procedure again as it looks like we crossed over some data into the wrong years when we first collated this
information.



