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Question/s to be answered: 

1. What information is held on the political affiliation of board members and senior 
staff within your organisation? 

Board members are required to disclose political affiliations. This information is 
publicly available on the Board website:  

https://www.shb.scot.nhs.uk/board/interests.asp  

2. The current annual cost of press and media for your organisation, and the total 
number of personnel employed to handle press and media for your organisation  

There are no costs for press and media for NHS Shetland with the exception of 
ad hoc advertising as required. 

NHS Shetland shares a communication team with NHS Orkney through a Service 
Level Agreement (SLA) and within this does not have staff dedicated solely to 
external press and media. The team is responsible for external, internal and 
digital communication. 

The SLA addresses the funding of the joint communications unit. There are 3 full 
time members of staff in the joint team and the costings also include 0.3 WTE 
Band 8A management overheads (including the overseeing of the 
communications unit, advising and inputting to communications development and 
sign off, budget management and participating in the out of hours on call rota as 
required).  

The cost of this to each organisation is currently £86,253 per annum. It must be 
noted this is for all corporate communication work and not limited to external 
press and media handling. 

3. What guidelines have been issued to your organisation by the Scottish 
Government on press releases and media? 

We do not generally receive guidelines regarding communications from the 
Scottish Government with the exception of in the run up to election periods. 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shb.scot.nhs.uk%2Fboard%2Finterests.asp&data=05%7C01%7Ccarolyn.hand%40nhs.scot%7C0f0c76334fbc41c1527b08da6b089479%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C637939981828313906%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CiWChYyLO3R1iQ4U1rszx%2FI%2BJT7Lc2rlz4kVCIQnmQU%3D&reserved=0

	Question/s to be answered:

